CHAPTER V
PATAGONIA
Port Desire—Eastern Magellan Straits—Punta Arenas—Western
.   Magellan Straits—Patagonian Channels
The most southerly portion of the South American continent,
called Patagonia, first became known in the endeavour to find a new
way into the Pacific. Magellan was commissioned by Charles of
Spain to try to find by the south that ocean passage to the Indies
which Columbus had sought in vain further north. He sailed in
August 1519, and began his search along the coast at the River
Plate; on October 2ist, the day of the Eleven Thousand Virgins,
he came in sight of a large channel opening out to the west: the
promontory to the north of this channel still bears the name he
bestowed of Cape Virgins. He proceeded cautiously, sending boats
ahead to explore, and on November 28th entered the Pacific. When
he saw the open sea he is said to have wept for joy, and christened
the last cape " Deseado," or the " Desired."
The sea power of England, which had been negligible in the time
of the first voyages to the New World, was growing in strength; and,
though she had attempted no settlement on the southern continent,
she saw no reason to acquiesce in the edicts of the King of Spain,
shutting her off from all trade with the New World* In 1578 Drake
took Magellan's route; with the object of intercepting galleons oa
the Pacific coast, and passed through the Straits in sixteen days*
On entering the Pacific he was blown backward towards Cape Horn,
and was the first to realise that there was another waterway, yet
further south, from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Up till this time the
land had been supposed to extend to the Antarctic.
A hundred years later Charles II of England sent an expedition
under Sir John Narborough to explore this pa'rt of the world and
trade with the Indians, which wintered on the eastern coast of
Patagonia.
Anson's squadron avoided the Straits, taking the way by the Horn,
The Chilean and Argentine Boundary Commission divided Pata-
gonia between the trwo countries, giving the west and south to Obite
and bisecting Tierra del Fuego, 1902, '	;
we left Buenos Aires on September igth, achieving the descent
of the river without a pilot, and for the, next, fortnight had .a
varying share of fair winds, contrary winds,,and calms. Our
chief interest Was the man who had taken the place of the
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